[bookmark: _GoBack]EN 206 Fall 2020	Essay One: Romantic and Victorian Poetry (Unit 1)

Length: 800-1100 Words

Due: Sunday October 4th (11:59 pm)

Assignment: choose ONE of the prompts below and write an essay (800-1100 words)

Optional Draft Feedback: upload a paragraph or two or three (introduction and/or 1-2 body paragraph(s) by Tuesday September 29th  at 11:59 for feedback from your teacher)

Essay Prompts (choose from one of the three): 

1) In “Tintern Abbey” the poet-persona (Wordsworth) revisits a natural setting that had been dear to him at a much younger age.  Write an essay in which you recount  a similar experience(s) related to a special place in nature that you have revisited over time.  While you essay should focus on narrating and describing your own personal experience(s), you should develop this narrative within the framework of Wordsworth’s poem.  

--This framing should include focusing on/explaining Wordsworth’s poem at the outset of your piece (one or two paragraphs) as well as then  regularly using short quotes from “Tintern Abbey” to illuminate your own experiences.  
--You might do this in one of two ways:  a) begin a paragraph with a quote and idea from “Tintern Abbey” and then connect it to your own experience (perhaps some selected element of it); and like Wordsworth, be sure to describe and narrative this actual place in nature; or, begin a body paragraph with a description of your own experience (some element of it) and then afterwards connect it to a relevant Wordsworth quote.  
--Keep in mind the following thematic elements of Wordsworth’s poem—the power of nature, the intuitive joys of childhood, the evolution of the self over time, the ability of such experiences to connect us with others, those present and/or absent.

2)   Critics are split on the outcome of Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.  One key critical tradition views the poem as representative of the sacramental vision, a fortunate fall in which the hero initially transgresses but eventually sees the error of his way, repents, and is brought back into God’s fold, returning to the land of the shore with a renewed sense of basic Christian values.  The lesson he learns about respect for nature and what may lie beyond it becomes a constructive cautionary tale he can share with others.  The other dominant critical tradition, however, argues the opposite, namely, that the hero transgresses but is never really saved, only progressing further and further into a nightmarish world on the sea from which he never recovers, returning to the land of the shore a damaged and alienated individual with no prospect of returning to the human community in any meaningful way.  He is simply doomed to repeat his harrowing tale over and over again.

--In your essay, offer your own viewpoint and analysis on the outcome of the poem—do you believe it primarily reinforces a sacramental (Christian) vision (positive outcome) or a nightmarish skeptical vision (negative outcome)?.  
--The best organizational pattern for this essay might be to work in sequence through the seven parts of the poem, a part or two per paragraph.  Also as you develop your analysis integrate a moderate quote or two (2-4 lines) per body paragraph.  Lastly, keep in mind the narrative layers of the poem: the Mariner’s original experience, his subsequent recounting of it afterwards, and the glosses in the margins (attributed supposedly to an editor who has published the poem).

3) Compare and contrast two of Browning’s dramatic monologues, “Porphyria’s Lover” and “My Last Duchess,” in terms of what they tell us about the relationship between gender and power, particularly for a patriarchal society. 

--Consider the following quote by Gavin de Backer from The Gift of Fear: “Most men fear getting laughed at or humiliated by a romantic prospect while most women fear rape and death.” 
--Root your analysis in specific quotes from the poem, and consider the two following organizational plans.  One: discuss one of the poems in its entirety for the first half of your essay, and then discuss the other poem in the second half of your essay, regularly referring back to what you have established in the first half (first poem) in order to develop the comparison and contrast (the divided pattern). Or, two:  identify key points around which you wish to organize your overall comparison and contrast, and then analyze the two poems in tandem for each of the poems your discuss (the alternating pattern).  


 



